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Port Sunlight, Merseyside, England

Map showing boundaries of Port Sunlight conservation 

area, used with permission from Wirral Council and 

contains OS Data © Crown Copyright and database 

rights 2020.  

Map showing the location of Port Sunlight village, 

Map data © 2022 GeoBasis-DE/BKG (© 2009), 

Google.  



Soap pans at the Port Sunlight works, c. 1955. UARM 
reference: GB1752.UNI-GF-CR-5-5-178-001. Reproduced 
with kind permission from Unilever plc and group companies. 

Lux boxing, c 1925. UARM reference: 

GB1752.UNI-GF-CR-5-5-288-002. Reproduced 

with kind permission from Unilever plc and group 

companies. 



Port Sunlight docks, wharf and warehouses, 1953. From 

The Story of Port Sunlight, (Port Sunlight: Lever 

Brothers), 36.

Printing department, Port Sunlight works UARM 

Reference: GB1752.UNI-GF-CR-5-5-250-003. 

Reproduced with kind permission from Unilever plc 

and group companies. 



“It will be seen that in this 
village, which helps the whole 
world to wash and be clean, it is 
remembered that example is 
better than precept. Cleanliness 
and tidiness are business 
principles. The workers’ 
dwellings, the recreation halls, 
the church, the schools, show 
that business need not be 
divorced from beauty, but rather 
flourishes by close alliance with 
educational, social and religious 
work.” 

Port Sunlight and Prosperity 
Sharing, A Lantern Slide 
Lecture, 1913-14, P24.

Windy Bank houses, Port Sunlight.

CC-BY-ND Heather Alcock, 2022



Strategic aim: Realise the potential of 

Port Sunlight as a leading visitor 

attraction 

Supporting objectives: 

• Promote Port Sunlight as a ‘destination’ 

for domestic and international markets 

• Tell the complete story of Port 

Sunlight’s significance and relevance to 

the modern world 

• Generate new sources of income from 

the visitor experience 

• Develop Port Sunlight’s infrastructure to 

mitigate visitor impact on the 

community and heritage 

• Support Port Sunlight residents to play 

a key role in the visitor destination 

https://portsunlightvillage.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Five-Year-Strategic-Plan.pdf


Photograph courtesy of Stratus Imagery Ltd., © Stratus Imagery Ltd., 2021.



Imperial and colonial associations

Gavutu: Lever’s Pacific Plantations, Limited, Solomon 

Islands. From Lever Brother’s Shareholder Brochure, 

(Lever Brothers: Port Sunlight), 1923

Leverville: Huileries Du Congo Belge (Associated 

Company). From Lever Brother’s Shareholder Brochure, 

(Lever Brothers: Port Sunlight), 1923





Exhibition panels



Excellent work, I think it’s about 

presenting the facts, bad and 

good, and acknowledging the 
impact. Just cannot ignore it!

I came to the Museum to learn about the history of the wonderful 

institution that is Port Sunlight, and to your art gallery to delight in 

the pre-Raphaelites. I did not pay my entrance fee to be hectored 

by the Trust on matters entirely unrelated. If I wish to know your 

views on racism, I can look this up on your EDI policy.

No, not at all from the information here, it seems he was 

an architect - not a slave owner or racist. To deem a 

Prime Minister like Gladstone as a 'problematic' figure 

seems reductionist, but I do fully agree with places like 

this examining Britain's troubling past from all angles, to 

help us come to terms with their legacy.



Park Road and Bridge Street, Port Sunlight, CC-BY-NC Heather Alcock, 2022.



SuccessorsPredecessors

This gazetteer lists significant planned settlements and related English policies, acts or texts related to 

housing from 1750 – 1940.  Key attributes comprising Port Sunlight’s built heritage values were 

assessed for the comparative sites. The information was compiled using accessible primary (site plans, 

drawings) and secondary source materials (published research findings) over the past eighteen months 

and served as an interim report for a wider three-year study into the global legacies of Port Sunlight. 

Map

https://www.portsunlightvillage.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Port-
Sunlights-Built-Heritage-in-a-Global-Context-2022.pdf

https://www.portsunlightvillage.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Port-Sunlights-Built-Heritage-in-a-Global-Context-2022.pdf
https://www.portsunlightvillage.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Port-Sunlights-Built-Heritage-in-a-Global-Context-2022.pdf


Globally unique?

Lever invested in bespoke 

architectural beauty for working-

class people. Port Sunlight is the 

only surviving example in the 

world of a working-class 

settlement that has unique 

designs for each block of housing. 

Other working-class settlements 

developed between 1760 and 

1938 were developed with 

repetitive housing ‘types’ or 

blocks.

Lower Road houses, Port Sunlight.

CC-BY-ND Heather Alcock, 2022





The project has been made possible through funding 

from the Recovery and Valorisation of Maritime, 

Military and Industrial Heritage in the Atlantic Area 

Coast Project (MMIAH) Interreg Programme.

https://tour.portsunlightvillage.com/

https://tour.portsunlightvillage.com/


Tidal inlet, Victoria Bridge, Bridge Inn and Riverside housing, Port Sunlight, c1900. From the Edward John Jenkins 

Collection. Reproduced with permission from Port Sunlight Village Trust.



Adaptive use and enhancements, Lyceum, 

© Chambers Conservation, 2023

What’s next?
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