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The Romantic Landscape

J M W Turner, Llanberis Lake and Snowdon, c. 1836, 
Scottish National Gallery, Wikimedia Commons



Anonymous, Penrhyn Slate Quarries, c. 1850, 
National Museum WalesSites of industry



Immensity

‘The present 

proprietor, Colonel 

Douglas Pennant MP, 

employs three guides 

to show visitors 

around the quarries.’



Industrial experiences for Romantic tourists

Rides – rail waggons, canal boats

Going underground – mines and tunnels

Immensity – construction, ripping up the earth

Invention – mechanics, smelting, civil engineering

Enterprise – trade, investment, new wealth

People – workers, life-stories



Going Underground

‘The canal, after being here 

carried above the earth, is 

shortly afterwards, near 

Chirk, carried under ground 

... I soon found myself in 

utter darkness, with the 

aperture at the end of the 

tunnel, appearing at a 

distance like a dim star.’

Samuel Heinrich Spiker, 

Librarian to the King of 

Prussia, 1816

Chirk Tunnel © RCAHMW



Invention

‘A work which would have done honour to Rome’.

Prince Hermann von Pükler-Muskau (1832)

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct by G. Arnold, 1826, Institution of Civil Engineers



All other considerations however vanish, 
when one comes to understand the size 
and extent of the iron-works themselves. 
The first we visited, in which six blast 
furnaces were at work, presented an 
extraordinary sight … The works employ 
about 6000 work-people daily …

Carl Gustav Carus 1844

Enterprise - Dowlais Ironworks, Merthyr Tydfil, G. Childe, 1840

Alle andern Betrachtungen schwinden 
jedoch, sobald einem die Größe und der 
Umfang der Eisenwerke hier am Orte 
selbst deutlich wird. Schon das erste wo 
sechs Hoheöfen brannten, gewährte 
einen wundersamen Anblick ... Die Werke 
haben circa 6000 Arbeiter täglich ...

Carl Gustav Carus 1844

National Museum Wales



Overseas visitors to Wales 2016: source Wales Visitor Survey



Snowdonia Tourism value

21 million tourist days a year

Supports 16,000 jobs (13,000 directly)

Source: Gwynedd Destination Plan 2012-2020 Peter Wakelin



Brecon Beacons – industry amid beauty

Peter Wakelin

Michael Blackmore

Garnddyrys Forge: 
site and reconstruction



Overseas visitors to Wales 2016: source Wales Visitor Survey



Popular experiences at industrial sites today 
are the same as in the past

Rides – rail waggons, canal boats

Going underground – mines and tunnels

Immensity – construction, ripping up the earth

Invention – mechanics, smelting, civil engineering

Enterprise – trade, investment, new wealth

People – workers, life-stories



Rides

Horse-drawn canal boats, Llangollen

68,000 visitors a year



Rides

Snowdon 

Mountain 

Railway

130,000 

visitors a year

ERIH website



Going 

Underground

Big Pit, 

Blaenavon

142,000 

visitors a year

ERIH website



Big Pit National Coal Mining 

Museum
Source: National Museum Wales 

visitor survey 2015/16

Peter Wakelin



People

National Slate 

Museum, 

Llanberis

146,000 

visitors a year

ERIH website



National Slate Museum
Source: National Museum Wales 

visitor survey 2015/16

ERIH website



Where visits come from: National Museum Wales visitor survey 2015/16



Immensity

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct

333,000 visitors a year

RCAHMW



Industrial heritage builds on the existing tourism 
offer in areas of natural beauty:

• Attracts more visitors and international visitors 
(especially World Heritage sites)

• Extends the season with attractions that are not 
weather-dependent 

• Reduces visitor pressure in sensitive and 
overcrowded locations

• Transfers benefits to deprived communities

• Diversifies the tourism offer with cultural and 
family history themes

• Attracts additional grants and investment



Attract visits and international visitors

Pontcysyllte World Heritage Site has 
grown from 100,000 to 400,000 
visits in 10 years since WH status

Visitors book 

June 2019

USA

Netherlands

Ireland

China

Hong Kong

Australia

Lithuania

Spain

Canada

Japan

South Africa

New Zealand
Canal and River Trust Visitors Book



Extends the season with 
attractions that are not 
weather dependant

Blaenavon World Heritage 

Centre

42,000 visitors a yearMet Offfice

Peter Wakelin



BBC News  2013

Reduces visitor 
pressure in 
sensitive 
locations

Snowden summit

654,000 visitors a 
year

ERIH website



Transfers benefits to deprived communities

Blaenavon Industrial Landscape World Heritage Site

Changed perceptions of town and landscape

Worth €24 million to regional economy 2018
Peter Wakelin



Diversifies the tourism offer with culture and family history

Blaenavon Ironworks

39,000 visitors a year
Peter Wakelin



Attracts additional grants and investment

• €8.3m redevelopment project

• Gulbenkian Museum of Year 2005 Peter Wakelin



Success factors to build on tourism offer

• Professional products 

• Regional partnership and marketing

• Coordinated visitor management

• Interest from tour operators

• Strong industrial experiences



Professional products https://www.visitwales.com/destinations



https://www.snowdonia-attractions.com/

Regional partnerships and marketing



Coordinated visitor management

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/find-a-route-on-the-national-cycle-network/pontypool-to-blaenavon-
cycle-route/



Interest from tour operators

Fred Olsen cruise liners 
take coaches from Liverpool 
to Pontcysyllte Aqueduct

El Pollock, Creative Commons



Strong industrial experiences

UndergroundRides

Invention People

Immensity

Erzburg AdventurePozo Soton

Enterprise

Ironbridge

Tarnowskie Góry

Pilsner Urquell Nazi Forced Labour Centre


