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Why industrial 

heritage? 

 
1,300 sites 

45 countries 

13 theme routes 

 



Meaning for family and community 



Critical stage in human history 



Deindustrialisation challenge 



Inspirations 

 



Warnings 

 

Aberfan 21-10-2016 - 116 children and 28 adults killed 



Who is it for? 

 
• Decision-makers 

• Wider interested 

audience 

• But mostly YOU! 

 



 

 



  

How to use it? 

 
Toolkit for 

interpretation 

 

Understanding 

context 



Cadw Pan-Wales heritage 

interpretation project  
  

 



  

 



Characterising industrialization 

• Organic to mineral materials 

• Continuous technological change 

• New scale of organisation and capital 

• Continuous growth in output 

• Greater regional specialisation and trade 

• Proletarianization 

• Population growth 

• Urbanization 

• Growing material prosperity 



Petite Rosselle mine, France 

 

Organic to 

mineral 

materials 



German Technical Museum, Berlin 

 

Continuous 

technical 

change 



Bochum, Hall of the Century 

 

New scale of 

organisation 

and capital 



 

 

Poli Distillery, Schiavon, Italy 

Growing 

material 

prosperity 



Understanding context 
• Comparative stories  

• International links in 

technology, people, 

materials and markets 



 

 



William Havell, Parys Mountain copper mine, Wales, c1803 
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What remains is a rich industrial and 

cultural legacy, a network of sites 

across Europe that conserve and 

interpret the continent’s industrial past. 

ERIH brings them together and brings 

to life the industrial past so that it can 

animate our future. 


